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MONTREAL / April 27, 1989 --- Concordia University’s 
English Department has established a Creative Writing Award named 
for Irving Layton, one of Canada’s most celebrated writers and 
poets. 


The award is designed to encourage and reward excellence 
among the program’s writing students. This year’s prize of 
$1,000 will be shared by two students: Peter Horsman, for his 
collection of poetry and prose and Ila Grayland, for her poems 
about her childhood in Australia. 


In addition to the winners, two honourable mentions were 
also cited: Jennifer Boire, for an untitled collection of poems 
and Susan Drodge, for prose work entitled The Teapot Meditations. 


Irving Layton will present the award on Thursday, May 4, 
1989 at 3:30 p.m. at the Concordia University Faculty Club, 1455 
de Maisonneuve Boulevard West, in Room 763. 


Mr. Layton’s ties to Concordia date back 20 years. He was 
granted an honorary degree in 1976, served as poet-in-residence 
in 1969, and was a visiting professor in 1978. He will return as 
writer-in-residence in the Creative Writing Program during the 
first semester of the 1989-90 academic year. 
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He has published more than 50 books and his works have been 
translated into more than 20 languages. He has been twice 
nominated for a Nobel Prize. 


The Creative Writing program was established more than 20 
years ago. Its graduates include Donna Steinberg, John Asfour, 
Robert Majzels, Milly Charon, Irena Friedman, Ann McLean, Mohamud 
Togane, among other celebrated writers. 
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Media representatives requiring additional information should 
contact DONNA VARRICA, Public Relations Officer, (8]4) 348-4884 
or HENRY BEISSEL, Co-Ordinator, Creative Writing Program, (314) 
848-2346. 


